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Kevin Downey
Gruta  Pobo Jari, Chapada dos Guimarães, MT

1 | Context



There are more than 17.000 
caves, spread throughout the 
national territory. 

Brazil has a heritage unknown 
to most Brazilians:

their caves. 

Cave

Speleological Potential

Very High

High

Medium

Low

Unlikely



The caves form quite 
varied environments, 

such as  large halls...

Kevin Downey
Caverna N. Sra. Aparecida, Bonito, MS.



Victor Ferrer
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT.

narrow passages... 



Philippe Crochet

and feature beautiful

formations.

Gruta Fazenda América, Bonito, MS



Philippe Crochet

The rocks, carved by 
water, form domes ...

Gruta Dente de Cão, Bodoquena, MS



Victor Ferrer
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT.

...capricious curves...



Kevin Downey
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT.

...laces...



Victor Ferrer

and show 
sometimes
the marks of 
a distant past, 
such as these 
ichnofossils

Gruta Pobo Jari, 
Chapada dos Guimarães, MT.



And there is water, in 
the underground rivers...

Csaba Egri
Gruta das Fadas, Bodoquena, MS



in big Lakes...

Daniel Menin
Abismo Anhumas, Bonito, MS



With
transparent
blue water.

Marcelo Krause
Gruta Lagoa Azul, Nobres, MT



And also, some 
interesting animals.

Mirjam Widmer

Philippe Crochet

Philippe Crochet

Mirjam Widmer



Cave photography
is an art that has developed to a 

high level in the last few  decades 
around the world. 

It is a very different activity than 
classical photography, since the 
use of natural light is limited to 
the places near the entrance of 

the caves.



The vast majority of
underground 
environments require 

complete artificial 
lighting, which 

highlights the main 
attributes of what is 
being photographed. 

Daniel Menin
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT.



Lighting scenery in a cave is not a 
simple task, as the rocks are irregular, 

have different coloring and reflect light 
in a peculiar way.

Victor Ferrer
Gruta Aroe Eiari, Chapada dos Guimarães, MT



The high humidity of the air, very 

common in caves, can become an almost 
insurmountable barrier for an inexperienced 
photographer; but it can also be used to 

create unique visual effects when the 

photographer dominates this art. 

Mirjam Widmer
Gruta das Fadas, Bodoquena, MS
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Victor Ferrer



The project "Lights in the 
Darkness" started as an idea of 

inviting some of the best cave 
photographers in the world, together 
with great Brazilian photographers, to 
record fresh and creative images of some 
of the most beautiful caves in Brazil.

The Idea
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In July 2016 a large expedition 
was carried out through the 
main cave regions of Brazil, in 

a journey of more than 
5.500 km.

1. South of São Paulo State

2. North of Minas Gerais

3. North-east of Goias

4. West of Bahia

5. Center of Bahia

6. North of Bahia

Route



In July 2017, the first volume of the 
series was released; a high-level 

photo book, in four languages 
(Portuguese, English, Spanish and 
French), along with 8 short videos of 
the expedition’s “making-of".

As a complement, the project also 
included a virtual exhibition with 
some of the best photographs.

Achievement



The book was a success in Brazil and also in other 
countries. The first launch was held in Australia, during the 

International Speleology Congress; later it was released in 
São Paulo, Livraria Cultura, Belo Horizonte, Museu Mineiro, 
and France, where the making of films were selected for the 
annual Spelimages competition featuring the best cave films 
in the world.

Releases



Virtual exhibition

A virtual exhibition was held between May 17 and June 6, 2018 at MM Gerdau, Museum of 

Mines and Metal in Belo Horizonte.



Impact

Articles about the project were published in the most importante magazines of
speleology of the United States, France, Switzerland and also the Brazilian magazine Go Outside. 

Revista Spelunca, França
número 146, de 2017

Setembro de 2016



After the excellent 
experience of the 
first expedition, 
the photographers 
expressed interest 
in returning to 
Brazil for another 
adventure ...

New 
expedition

Ricardo Martinelli
Chapada dos Guimarães
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Kevin Downey

Gruta do Mimoso, Bonito, MS



Departing from Campo Grande, 
Mato Grosso do Sul, the expedition 
traveled through the municipalities 
of Bonito and Bodoquena, then to 
Mato Grosso, passing through the 
municipalities of Chapada dos 
Guimarães and Nobres, ending in 
Cuiabá..

Route

1000 km



4 | Program

Gruta da Lagoa Azul, Nobres, MT

Ricardo Martinelli



21 days of expedition

Some of the most 
beautiful caves in 
Brazil were 
photographed by the 
team.

Expedition was held
from 6/15 to 7/6/2019

Program

24 cavernas 
fotografadas

Bonito:

1) Gruta do Lago Azul
2) Abismo Anhumas
3) Gruta Nossa Sra. Aparecida
4) Gruta do Jaraguá
5) Gruta Pitangueiras
6) Gruta América
7) Gruta do Mimoso
8) Gruta da Janela

Bodoquena:

9)   Gruta Dente de Cão
10) Gruta das Fadas
11) Gruta Cinco de Ouros
12) Gruta Urubu Rei
13) Gruta Manoel Cardoso
14) Gruta Benedita

Nobres:

15)  Gruta da Cerquinha
16)  Gruta da Piscina
17) Duto do Quebó
18) Gruta São José
19) Gruta da Lagoa Azul
20) Dolina Pai João

Chapada dos Guimarães:

21) Gruta Aroe Eiari (Aroe Jari)
22) Gruta do Lago Azul
23) Gruta Pobo Jari
24) Gruta Kiogo Brado
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Philippe Crochet
Gruta da Cerquinha,
Nobres, MT



Kevin Downey

Gruta do Mimoso, 
Bonito, MS

The American Kevin Downey is recognized as one of the 
best cave photographers in the world. Graduated in 
geology, film and photography sciences from the 
University of Massachusetts, he began his activities in 
speleology in 1971.

Over the last 33 years more than 2000 trips to caves 
around the world have led him to make photographs 
published in more than 300 articles in magazines, 12 
books and many technical publications. His photographs 
are in more than 30 museums, including the permanent 
exhibits of the Smithsonian Institution.



Other important projects include 
working with the BBC production of 
Planet Earth including the 
photographs from the "Caves" 
chapter of the book "Planet Earth -
As You've Never Seen Before".

Kevin Downey

Gruta da Cerquinha, 
Nobres, MT

He photographed 
the gigantic 

crystals of 
selenite in the 

thermal caves in 
Naica, Mexico, 
which involves 

working at 
temperatures 

above 62⁰C.



Gruta da Lagoa Azul, 
Chapada dos Guimarães, MT

Kevin Downey



Philippe Crochet

Gruta da Cerquinha
Nobres, MT

Philippe Crochet, hydrogeologist, is also considered one of the best cave 
photographers today. He made several photographic reports around the 
world (Cuba, Borneo, Laos, Puerto Rico, Iceland, Austria, Turkey, Czech 
Republic, Slovenia, Romania, Italy, England, Iran, Mexico and Japan).

He has received several prizes and is the the author of tree books: 
« Premières rencontres internationales des Photographes du Monde 
souterrain » Olargues 2011; « L'Ouest américain - Terre mythique », 2014 
and « La Grotte de Clamouse », 2018.



Philippe Crochet
Gruta do Lago Azul, Bonito, MS



Philippe Crochet
Gruta Pobo Jari, 
Chapada dos Guimarães, MT



Csaba Egri

Gruta Pitangueiras
Bonito, MS

The Hungarian geographer Egri Csaba has been practicing 
caving for over 20 years. Attracted initially by the spirit of 
adventure, he quickly began to photograph the caves, to 
unveil their hidden beauty.

Over time, this hobby became his profession. He works today 
at the Hungarian Nature Conservancy, a government body 
that manages the preservation of caves.

15 years ago he encountered 3D photography, and today he 
is considered one of the best 3D photographers in the 
underground world.



Csaba Egri
Duto do Quebó, Nobres, MT



Csaba Egri
Gruta Aroe Eiari, Chapada dos Guimarães, MT



Mirjam Widmer

Mirjam Widmer, a chemist, has been an active caver since 2004 
exploring and mapping caves in Switzerland and other European 
countries. Photography is one of her great passions. 

She has taken cave photos in Cuba, Czech Republic, France, 
Turkey, Japan and Germany. 

She participated in the Third International Meeting of Cave 
Photographers in Pinarbasi, Turkey, in 2015.

Gruta Pobo Jari, 
Chapada dos Guimarães, MT



Mirjam Widmer
Gruta da Lagoa Azul, Nobres, MT



Mirjam Widmer



Victor Ferrer

Graphic designer, art director for advertising, photographer and 
publisher, the Spaniard Victor Ferrer seeks to portray caves in the 
most realistic way possible. His books are true photographic guides 
of the Mediterranean caves.

After 30 years of exploration in Europe and Asia, he founded the 
underground photography group Flash Black Corb and has 
published 19 cave books with the Mediterranean Caves project.

He is part of the La Salle 3D International team with whom he 
shares interesting projects.

Sima del Campillo, 
Espanha

Sima del Campillo, 
Espanha

Gruta da Cerquinha,
Nobres, MT



Victor Ferrer

Gruta do Lago Azul, Bonito, MS



Victor Ferrer
Abismo Anhumas, Bonito, MS



6 | Brazilian photographers

Marcelo Krause



Ricardo Martinelli

Ricardo Martinelli is a dentist and speleologist affiliated 
with the club União Paulista de Espeleologia (UPE). He 
works actively in the exploration and mapping of the caves 
of São Paulo and Goiás, from where he did an impressive 
photographic record.

Since 1988, he has participated in dozens of photographic 
exhibitions, and won several awards. In February 2019 he 
launched the exhibition "Retratos do Ribeira".

Gruta Kiogo Brado
Chapada dos Guimarães, MT



Ricardo Martinelli
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT



Ricardo Martinelli
Gruta do Jaraguá,  Bonito, MS



Daniel Menin

Daniel Menin works in advertising, and since 1995 has been 
working on the exploration and documentation of Brazilian 
caves. 

His photos have already been published in technical books, 
magazines and websites related to caves, science and 
adventure.

Menin was also in charge of the “Making of” of the 
expedition. 

He is an adept of light photographic equipment and fast 
techniques. His subterranean records are documented in the 
most distant and difficult places within the caves.



Daniel Menin

Gruta das Fadas
Bodoquena, MS



Daniel Menin
Gruta das Fadas 
Bodoquena, MS



Ataliba Coelho

Ataliba Coelho is a Geographer and has been a 
photographer since 1998. In 2004 he began 
speleology and extended his passion for 
photography to the underground environment. 

He has worked intensively in the caves of Minas 
Gerais and Pará (caves in Iron Ore) and has a 
unique and extraordinary image bank of the caves 
of these regions. 

Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT



Ataliba Coelho
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT



Ataliba Coelho
Gruta da Cerquinha, Nobres, MT



Marcelo Krause

Marcelo Krause is a professional photographer specializing in 
underwater photography and nature since 1998. He has produced more 
than 50 articles for specialized magazines in the area, such as Revista
Mergulho, National Geographic Brasil, BBC Wildlife Magazine among 
many others. 

He published four photography books: "Fernando de Noronha" in 2004, 
“Mares Tropicais" in 2012, "Pernambuco, terra e água" in 2014, and
“Aves do Paraná" - volume 1 in 2015

He has won several national and international photography prizes from 
prestigious organizations.

Dolina Pai João, Nobres, MT



Marcelo Krause
Gruta da Lagoa Azul, Nobres, MT



Marcelo Krause
Gruta da Lagoa Azul, Nobres, MT



Graduated in Advertising from the School of Communications and Arts of São Paulo University, Leda Zogbi, 
57, has been working on the exploration and documentation of Brazilian caves since 1992. She is the author 
of the books: "Espeleologia - Noções Básicas", Redespeleo 2005; "Michel le Bret, Francês e Brasileiro, 
Espeleólogo e Desenhista", Redespeleo 2006, and also of the first volume of “Luzes na Escuridão”, Estalactite
Editora, 2017.  Leda has a great international experience with participation in Congresses and cave 
explorations in several countries. She also participated in trips organized exclusively for the purpose of 
making photographs of caves, where she had the opportunity to meet the photographers who participated in 
this project. 

General coordinator of the project

Bachelor in Geography from the Institute of Geosciences of Campinas University, Master in Physical 
Geography from the Institute of Geosciences of UFMG and doctorate in Geochemistry and Geotectonics from 
the Institute of Geosciences of USP, Allan Calux, 38, has been operating since 1997 in exploration, 
documentation and geospatial diagnosis of Brazilian caves. He was a member of a technical committee of the 
Ministry of the Environment between 2012 and 2013, where he developed activities related to the design of 
regulatory frameworks for the management of Brazilian speleological heritage. He is co-author of the book 
Speleological Patrimony in Ferruginous Rocks (SBE, 2015) and “Luzes na Escuridão”, Estalactite Editora, 2017.

Allan also filmed with drones during the expedition, one of his specialties ...

Technical and scientific support

7 | Ficha Técnica

Allan Calux

Leda Zogbi
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Marcelo Krause



3. Post-production (Dec/19 a jan/20)

•Distribution of books

• Project launches (national and 
international)

• Scheduling of virtual exhibitions

1. Pre-production (Feb/May 2019)

• Research on all the regions that will be 
visited

• Request for authorizations for the visit of 
the caves

•Defining the best routes to carry out the 
decided circuit

• Contact local guides for scheduling

• Choose and book hotels / lodging and 
restaurants

• Reservation of the vehicles to be leased to 
transport the teams

2. Production (Jun/Dec 2019)

• Expedition with the photographers

• Editing of the “Making-of” videos.

•Writing and proofreading of texts

• French, Spanish and English text versions

• Selection of the best photographs by the 
editorial board and preparation of the 
chosen photos

• Layout; Final Review and Publication

• Selection of the best photos to constitute 
the virtual exhibition

FINISHED ONGOING

Please note: Production and post-production dates are only an estimation. They may be changed 
depending on how long it will take to obtain the necessary resources to make the project viable.



Marcelo Krause
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The project "Lights in the Darkness" Volume 2, includes the publication of a book, the edition of some 
short videos and the production of a virtual exhibition with the following technical specifications:

2. Videos

Themes:

➢ Interviews with leading photographers 
about their photography techniques, 
with images of the making of 
photographs during the expedition;

➢ Institutional video of the project, with 
excerpts recorded in the various places 
visited;

➢ Conclusion video, with final interview of 
participants.

Average length of each video: 5 minutes

3. Virtual Exhibition

From 30 to 40 photographs selected and 
edited for presentations in museums and 
public spaces.

1. Book

Title: Lights in the Darkness – Volume 2

Drawing: 2000 copies

Format Closed: 28 x 28 cm

Cover and overcoat: Couché Glossy Paper 
150g, 4x0 colors with AntiScuff lamination 
(anti-scratch)

Inside: approximately 250 pgs. Paper: 
Couché Fosco 150g, printed in 4x4 colors, 
with water based varnish.
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Philippe Crochet
Gruta N. Sra. Aparecida, Bonito, MS



1. Sponsors’ logo on the back cover of the book

2. Internet site (www.luzesnaescuridao.com.br), 
containing a photo gallery of the project, images of 
the making of and visited caves, with sponsors and 
supporters’ logos

3. Electronic Folders will be forwarded to the mailing 
indicated by the sponsors

5. In the closing credits of the videos, will be a presentation of 
the logo of the sponsors and supporters.

4. 2 banners with logos and sponsors information 
will be used during launch events and lectures on 
the project.

Plan for promotion and sponsorship

6. Hiring a press office to publicize the project.

7. Books provided at no cost in quantities proportional to the 
amount of sponsorship / support (detailed later).

8. Possibility of producing a special personalized slipcover for 
GOLD sponsors.

http://www.luzesnaescuridao.com.br/


Expedition
Supporters:

Equipments

Organizations

Vehicles

Inns – tourist attractions
Nobres Chapada dos GuimarãesBodoquenaBonito
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Mirjam Widmer



Help us turn this beautiful project into reality!

Project costs

Gold Sponsor Quota: R$ 100.000,00 ➔ 250 Free books

Silver Sponsor Quota:    R$ 50.000,00 ➔ 100 Free books

Bronze Sponsor Quota: R$25.000,00 ➔ 40 Free books

-

Total value of the project..............................................   R$ 400.000

Expedition cost .............................................................  R$ 160.000
(using our own resources + supports)

Value needed to complete the project: .......................  R$ 240.000



Lights in the Darkness - volume 2 team, at the end of the expedition in Chapada dos Guimarães, Mato Grosso



For more information about this project, go to: 

www.luzesnaescuridao.com.br 

Thank you for your consideration.
We look forward to hear from you!

ledazog@gmail.com
(5511) 97407-3377

Leda Zogbi

All photos of this presentation were taken in the last expedition, and many
of them will be included in the book Lights in the Darkness Volume 2.

mailto:ledazog@gmail.com

